
INTRO 

Stephanie Jackson: Now That's INTAresting. This podcast is about the Georgia Tech Sam Nunn School of 
International Affairs, its graduates, their careers, and how the Nunn School has helped to shape their 
future. Take a listen. 

 

SJ: Welcome back. I'm Stephanie Jackson from the Nunn School. 

Sydney Piwonka: And I’m Sydney Piwonka. 

SJ: And this series focuses on the unique paths of students and alumni that have studied at the Nunn 
School. And we've been looking at how pursuing minors helps to shape a career path. So, on today's 
episode, we would like to welcome Sarah Drummond, an alum of the Sam Nunn School of International 
Affairs. She earned a Bachelor of Science in International Affairs and Modern Language—that's the IAML 
Degree—focusing on French, and she earned a Minor in Global Development. 

SP: And while at Georgia Tech, Sarah volunteered at UNICEF as a Congressional Action Team Leader—
later serving as the President of UNICEF at Georgia Tech, was a Women’s Education Intern at the 
International Rescue Committee, a Research Assistant at Georgia Tech with Dr. Jenna Jordan, a Literacy 
Coordinator at a high school in South Africa, a Community Consultant Intern at the Old Fourth Ward 
Business Association, and a Global Access to Information Intern at The Carter Center. Following 
graduation, Sarah became and is still working as a Program Assistant for the Rule of Law Program at The 
Carter Center. 

SJ: Wow Sarah, you’ve worked with a number of organizations, and you’ve held a variety of roles. And 
we're going to ask you to share a little bit more about that shortly. But my first question for you, wants 
you to, I want to ask you to think back to your student days and tell us what led you to pursue a Minor in 
Global Development. 

Sarah Drummond: Sure. Well thank you so much for the great introduction and for having me here 
today. So when I think back to choosing the Development Minor, I don't really remember exactly how I 
heard about it, but I did hear about the Introduction to Global Development that at the time was taught 
by Dr. Fuentes. So, I took that class I think as an INTA elective in my second year. And I honestly just 
loved the class so much, and I think his teaching style as well like he really encouraged us to think 
critically about issues with development in a really unique perspective and studying it I just realized you 
know this is, I'm so interested in this like I would love to pursue this further and see where it takes me.  

SJ: Okay.  

SP: Yeah, so, was that something that you always considered doing like you always thought about 
working in development or was it something that arose out of, out of this Global Development class?  

SD: I was, I think I was always really interested in social issues. And, of course, studying International 
Affairs as I was, I was coming at it from an international perspective, so it seemed to just fit really well 
within my interests. And I’d also always been interested in working at a nonprofit, and I think taking that 
class showed and doing the Development Minor in general, really helped show me how I could turn that 
into a career path. 



SJ: Okay, so that brings me to allow us to shift a little bit more of your internship activities, and also 
some of your activities at Georgia Tech. So, you mentioned you developed an interest in maybe working 
for a nonprofit, but while you were at Tech you were active with UNICEF, right? 

SD: Yes, so 

SJ: Tell us a little about that. 

SD: I joined the club I think my freshman year. And I think my friend, my friend was running it, and I just, 
I really enjoyed the cause and, you know, I think, it was, children's rights are so universal. And it just 
seemed like such a good organization to me that I took the opportunity to get more involved and doing 
fundraising events on campus. And then I also began working with the Atlanta Chapter of UNICEF. So, in 
major cities, UNICEF and I think a lot of other in major international organizations will have volunteers 
engage in advocacy. Because technically any organization that's a 501 c 3 can’t technically advocate or 
lobby in the government, but volunteers are allowed to do so. So, that was also an interesting 
opportunity to be able to engage directly with government representatives in such a great cause. And 
then engaging in the club and then also in Atlanta chapter, led me to be interested in being the 
president of it, so I did that for about a year while I was at Georgia Tech. 

SJ: Oh, you were, you were actually the president of that club? Okay. Okay. So, what kind of suggestions 
or advice would you have for students who want to get involved in more internationally focused 
organizations on campus? 

SD: I think that working with anywhere where you can find some sort of like a club or a chapter of an 
international organization is a really good way to just start understanding the issues start understanding 
what they’re all about. A lot of organizations like UNICEF will have sort of kits and, like, toolkits to really 
get started if you even wanted to start your own club on campus, since they really encourage students 
to be involved. And then I would also encourage students to look at local organizations in their area. I 
know, I think, that there's a perception sometimes that if you want to do international development, 
you have to get a big fancy internship in Europe or something like that.  

SJ: Right. Right. 

SD: And it can be really kind of inaccessible at times—and it is in some ways—but, I also think that 
working with local organizations, even if you want to eventually go international, can teach you a lot of 
really good skills that are transferable. 

SP: Yeah, definitely. And so, as part of UNICEF and going off of your experience of working there at 
Georgia Tech, was that kind of what led you I guess on your, towards your career path? 

SD: It was definitely part of what got me interested in working in nonprofits. Another really impactful 
experience I had at Georgia Tech was when I had the opportunity to study abroad in South Africa, in 
Cape Town, through a Georgia Tech program. And it was specifically focused on studying the history of 
development in South Africa and the politics of South Africa.  

SJ: I remember I think you were one of the first students to do if I’m correct, if I remember correctly.  

SD: Yeah, I think, some students had done the exchange. I'm not sure if any students had done the 
development program. 



SJ: The development piece? 

SD: Right. 

SJ: Right.  

SD: Um, so, and that was really amazing because it also allowed you to work with a local organization, 
and in this case—and in that case—I actually worked with a school doing literacy. And then that really 
gave me an amazing hands-on experience that I think solidified my desire to go into International 
Development as a field.  

SJ: How was that distinct from the study abroad? If you could share a little bit more about that so that 
people can make the, understand that it was distinct from the study abroad. 

SD: Right. 

SJ: This actually practical, practical component. 

SD: Right. And that's what I think, made it really, really unique and amazing for me, so. Also, I'm not sure 
if you're able to do this in the exchange, but in the development program, you're allowed to stay with a 
homestay, which is what I did, and I think that was really formative in my experience just that I feel like I 
got a bit of a different view of living there than I may have done the exchange and just stayed at the 
university. And the courses are all focused, they’re at—they were at the University of Cape Town and 
they were taught by South African teachers, but they were all focused on poverty and development in 
South Africa and local politics of South Africa. And it was really structured to where we did trips around 
visiting museums, visiting schools and getting a lot of different perspectives on the issues. It was, it was 
really amazing how, how they were able to make it so hands-on, show us a lot of different perspectives. 
For example, at the time, there were huge protests going on at the university. And they actually had 
some leaders of the protests come and speak to our class about what, you know, what their strategy 
was, what they stood for, what their approach was to it. So, I did, I really appreciated that the teachers 
were, were so invested in giving us those perspectives. And then, there was also the component where 
we were able to get matched or accepted to work with either a local organization, a local business, or a 
school. And I ended up working at one of the local schools. And because I worked a bit in literacy with 
IRC, I was able to use that at the school, and I think that was a key where it gave me that practical 
experience. 

SP: Yeah, for sure. That’s awesome that you got to have that practical experience in addition to studying 
abroad in South Africa. And you mentioned the International Rescue Committee—the IRC—and so tell 
us a little bit about your role within the IRC, within your internship there.  

SD: Sure. So, I worked in their Women's Education Department, and they have quite a few internships 
working with various parts of the Education Department. And I was, I ended up, assisting and sometimes 
leading a multi-level English class for the refugee clients who had just arrived in the U.S. So, it was really 
interesting because you never knew who's was gonna walk in the door or what country they came from, 
what their prior education, educative experience was, so it was really every day could be different. But 
the IRC is a really amazing organization and the clients were so amazing as well in just being open, open 
to learning. And part of it was also, part of it was teaching them English, but it was also just the normal 



sort of cultural practices that take place in the US that you don't really think of and getting them 
accustomed to that. For example, I lead a class on how to use MARTA. 

SJ: Oh wow. 

SD: Or we teach them about, you know, taking crosswalks and things like that since people came from 
such a variety of experiences, you know, there would be some people who are totally used to that and 
that was pretty similar to where they came from, and some people where that was completely foreign. 

SJ: So, you talked a little bit earlier about, for people who are interested in Global Development, having 
experiences at the local level certainly can shape a career path or an interest in that area. So, thinking 
back to, getting back to some of your other internships where you might have worked locally, your first 
internship at the Carter Center was with the Global Access to Information Program? 

SD: Yes, so I interned at the Carter Center in my last year, which is what, at that time, was the Global 
Access to Information Program, and I think interning at the Carter Center is a really good opportunity for 
anyone that wants to go into development—just that it's, you know, it's so accessible, it’s in Atlanta, and 
they really do value having Georgia Tech students and having local students there. And that gave me a 
really good opportunity, I think, to hone specifically my research skills, and also to learn a bit more 
about access to information and transparency. And actually, the Global Access to Information Program 
became the Rule of Law Program.  

SJ: Oh, wow. 

SD: So, I actually stayed with that program full time after graduating. And it evolved to encompass 
Access to Justice as well, which, and then they renamed it to the Rule of Law Program. 

SJ: Okay, so when you first applied to the internship at the Carter Center, what was the link that you saw 
between global development and doing that kind of work? 

SD: Well, I knew that the Carter Center is a global renowned organization for this work. And I think they 
stood out to me in that they do really look at how to give people practical tools to improve their lives. 
And they're, I just really resonated with their mission statement, and I knew the type of work that they 
did. And I was really interested in seeing what it was like to work on the inside of that type of larger 
international organization, since in IRC I'd worked with it with refugee resettlement but not in the same 
way that the Carter Center does. And I think it did, I think, specifically, it really helped me with my 
research skills and developing a specific regional knowledge about the countries that I was working in 
and reporting in. 

SP: Yeah, so for any students that are considering working at the Carter Center within this program that 
you’ve worked in or with some of the other internships that, or opportunities that you’ve had while at 
Georgia Tech, what advice would you give them in their pursuit of these internships? 

SD: I think, honestly my number one advice would just, would be don’t feel like there’s anything you 
shouldn't go for. Like don’t feel intimidated by an internship. When I applied to the Carter Center, I 
really thought like, oh, this is just such a, you know, high up internship. I'm not going to get this. And I 
think that the field of International Development can come off, like I said, as a bit inaccessible 
sometimes, but I would really just if, you know, if you're interested in something, just really go for it. 
And I think also try really try to utilize your professors at the School of International Affairs, and if they 



have any connections with organizations or internships that you're applying to, that can be really 
helpful. And I think also using your professors as well as, specifically within the Development Minor, to 
just learn more about the field and maybe even set you up with, you know, their contacts that maybe 
you can talk to and learn a bit more about what their, what their profession is and what they do in their 
day to day lives. And then I would just underscore again that even, I think even working with local 
organizations, that might not be internationally focused, that you can still learn so many useful skills that 
I think are transferable in terms of research, and collecting data, and fundraising, grant writing, 
proposals. So, I wouldn't be afraid to start with that even if you do want to eventually go international. 

SJ: Okay. So, if you could tell us a little bit more about your current role. You’re the Program Assistant in 
the Rule of Law Program at the Carter Center.  

SD: Sure.  

SJ: Tell us a little bit about what you’re doing there. 

SD: So, the Rule of Law Program is focused on advancing Access to Information Justice and promoting 
government accountability. I work specifically on our Women and Access to Information projects in 
Guatemala and Bangladesh, as well as our global campaign on Women and Access to Information. And 
as far as my role specifically, the Program Assistant is sort of the standard entry-level job for 
International Development. So, I think it can vary a bit depending on the program and the organization. 
So, my role, I think, can be pretty varied. It, a lot of times, depends on the day and sort of what’s thrown 
at me. But, I’m generally involved in managing the financial and logistical aspects of the programming 
which can be everything from building and tracking all of our budgets to coordinating travel and event 
planning, or writing our contracts and sub-grants and monitoring our sub-grant organizations, as well as 
things like developing pieces of donor proposals and reports and managing our data for monitoring and 
evaluation purposes. So, I think it is an opportunity to really get into details and see how this works on 
the ground in the day-to-day way. 

SJ: Right. Getting into the weeds, I don't think a lot of students are aware of all the background, if you 
will, that goes into how into how a development organization works. And the importance of the 
program assistants and the program coordinators and how they feed into how all of the programs and 
operations are actually successful. 

SD: Exactly, I think that that's actually some, that’s similar to some of the conversations I've had with our 
interns at the Carter Center. I think that a lot of people approach it in thinking that their first job they’re 
going to go do research in another country or you know immediately get right into the field work and if 
you can do that, that’s awesome. But, I think that when you start working in these environments, you 
realize how much it really comes down to if don't have the nitty gritty details together of something, 
you’re never been able to roll out that large scale impact. So, I definitely have gained an appreciation for 
those details and recognizing how you really need to learn to make that work before you can move up 
to a, to a higher level at an organization. 

SP: Yeah, so your internship at the Carter Center turned into, now, your current career path, where 
you’re currently working. So, is there any advice that you would give to students who are interning at a 
place, maybe in their last year at Georgia Tech that want that to become a career path or either at that 
organization or at a similar organization? 



SD: I think that, I think my advice would be to really try to go above and beyond, with the assignments 
and tasks that are given to you. I know that's not always possible depending upon a lot of times, you 
know, I was doing school at the same time when I was interning, and a lot of people might have another 
job going at the same time. But I think to just really take value in the work that you're doing. And, you 
know, pay attention to those details and try to put out your best work product possible, even if you're 
given something that might seem, you know, a little bit unimportant, or like, menial to you at the time, 
sometimes you don't know how your work is really going to be used or how your research is going to be 
used. And I mean, I've seen our interns contribute to some really amazing things that we do and, you 
know, stuff that they've done that we've ended up using for years. So, I think I would just really take, 
take pride in your work and try to put in 100% effort at all times. And I promise, people who are working 
over you will recognize that and really appreciate it.  

SJ: So, here’s my, one of our last questions—a two parter last question for you, Sarah. So, you were an 
IAML student, and so I want you to think about how you think having this Global Development Minor 
benefitted you beyond having your global perspective just from your degree. And then the second 
question is if there is any advice you have for students who are thinking about pursuing a Minor in 
Global Development. 

SD: Sure. Well, I think even beyond my, I think beyond my career, studying and doing the Global 
Development Minor I think just did open my eyes up to a lot of things. Like I find it, I think it's amazing 
that we get the chance to study some of these really important issues through the minor, and it, you 
know, it gave me the opportunity to do the South Africa program which was really eye-opening for me 
and also just to, you know, work with these organizations and gain a bit of a greater perspective, you 
know, other than, you know, my own life and my own concerns. I'm sorry, would you mind repeating 
the second question. 

SJ: The question is just in general for students, you know, what we want, we want our students to think 
about pursuing minors as part of their undergraduate career path. So, if you had some advice for a 
student that might be on the fence about pursuing a Global Development Minor.  

SD: I would really encourage anyone who's even, who’s somewhat interested in the Global 
Development Minor to really, to really go for it. I think that the classes are so interesting, and I think it 
really does open up a world that's a bit different than the classic International Affairs classes, which I 
definitely enjoyed. But I think that doing minors too, it just gives you an opportunity to explore your 
interests and really open you up to what sorts of opportunities or careers you might not even have 
considered at the time without, within, within solely your major. 

SJ: Yeah, that’s great. I think that's really what the intention of our podcast series is to get people to 
think a little bit more broadly. You know, and particularly how either our Global Development Minor, or 
our International Affairs Minor might be able to help shape their career in a way that they had not 
previously considered. 

SP: Exactly. 

SJ: So, we want to thank you for your time today, Sarah. It has certainly been a pleasure to talk with you 
about your experiences and how having this Global Development Minor from the Sam Nunn School has 



influenced your career. So, we do hope that we will hear from you again in the future about your future 
successes and we wish you the best. 

SD: Absolutely, thank you so much for having me. 

SJ: Great. 

SP: Thank you. 

 

OUTRO 

SJ: This podcast is produced by the Sam Nunn School of International Affairs at Georgia Tech, developing 
policymakers for the 21st century. The music is Afternoon Nap by Ghostrifter Official. Used under 
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License. 


